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The Carnal-Minded. 


The question is ofteu asked, Do not 
learned men like the Pope, Cardinal 
Gibbons, Archbishop [Ireland and 
others understand the way of salva- 
tion? St. Paul’s words are the best 
answer to such a query, and they apply 
to all ren who seek the applause of 
this world and the circumstances and 
pomp of state, as well as those who are 
truly ‘‘carnal’’ in the indulgence of base 
passions. 

In the Epistle to the Romans he says: 

‘‘They that are after the flesh do 
mind the things of the flesh; but 
they that are after the Spirit, the things 
of the Spirit. 

‘‘For to be carnally minded is death; 
but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace. 

‘Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God; for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither, indeed, can be. 

‘‘So, then, they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 

‘But ye are not in the flesh, but in 
the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
God dwell in you. Now, if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His.’’ (Rom. 8.) 

If those cardinals and bishops are 
converted men they can be saved. 
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The Ecclesiastical Machine. 


The ruling power in the Church is 
an ecclesiastical machine, and those 
Roman ecclesiastics, with the Pope 
at their head, claim the right by 
divine authority to rule and govern, 
and even to reign like kings and prin- 
ces, using the souls of the unfortunate 
people who believe in them as the 
means by which they can exercise their 
sovereignty and supremacy. Believe 
in us and obey us—we are _ the 
Church—and you may be saved; dis- 
obey us and reject our commandments 
and traditions, and you shall be lost. 
This is their attitude toward the people 
of every country. Is that the Spirit of 
Christ? ‘‘My Kingdom is not of this 
world,’’ He said. ‘‘But mine is, or 
ought to be,’’ says the Pope, or Cardi- 
nal, or Bishop, as the case may be. ‘‘I 
must have pomp and state and power 
and glory, and I will use every means, 
political and worldly (‘carnal,’ St. Paul 
says), to attain this power, and thus 
promote the interests of the Church.’’ 

Thinking Catholics, earnest souls, 
who seek to know the will of God and 
their relation to Him, do not consider 
these bishops and high ecclesiastics as 
representatives of Christ. The un- 
thinking class and the truly carnal and 
ambitious obey them. But this will 
not always be so. The Roman 
Church will find the general intelligence 
and enlightenment of the American 
people more and more opposed to her 
claims, and in proportion as those high 
ecclesiastics are made to feel that they 
are not so great as they imagine, so will 
they be nearer the realization of their 
condition as poor, miserable sinners, 
who need to be forgiven and cleansed 
by the blood of Christ. Then when 
they know Him as their Saviour they 
will understand the way of salvation 
and preach Christ crucified, the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God, for the 
salvation of the world. 


Various Kinds of Priests. 


There are some spiritually minded 
priests in the Roman Catholic Church, 
but the great mass of what are called 
prominent and successful priests and 
bishops can be set down as smart men 
of affairs—diplomats, politicians, and, in 
many cases, materialists. Such men 
take only a languid interest in religious 
questions. They labor for the increase 
of the power and glory of the Church. 
Hence they seek worldly means to ac- 
complish their ends—the use of the 
secular press, the conversion of a few 
wealthy Protestants, an elaborate ritual 
to dazzle the multitude. If such men 
had been in Jerusalem when our Lord 
rode into that city on the back of an 
ass, they would insist upon having a 
brass band to head the procession, as 
they do now in their ceremonies at high 
mass, with trumpets blowing and or- 
gans pealing, and the high priests 
decked with robes of dazzling splendor. 

But there are spiritual men among 
the priests of Rome who loathe these 
signs of vain display, and these we seck 
to reach by this magazine and through 
the work of Christ’s Mission, where 
they can learn what the religion of 
Christ really means. Those men can 
be converted when they know what 
conversion is. When they look to 
Christ, get near to Him, and call upon 
Him, they can be saved. Then their 
own righteousness and the rags of Rome 
will appear in all their deformity, and 
they will be clothed with the right- 
eousness of Christ. 

It is this latter class that we seek to 
benefit by inviting them to consider 
their individual relationship to God; 
His supreme authority as Creator and 
Lord; the provision He has made for 
their salvation in giving His only be- 
gotten Son, ‘‘ that whosoever believes 
on Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life;’’ and their responsi- 
bility to Him. 
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Priests Read “The Converted Catholic.” 
A priest who came to Christ’s Mission 


last month said he first saw a copy of 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC on the 
table of a brother priest whom he had 
been visiting. As he read it the im- 
pression made upon his mind was that 
it was good, wholesome reading, and 
although not impartial, yet fair and 
highminded in the treatment of the-sub- 
jects it discussed relating to the Roman 
Catholic Church. TheChristian spirit 
of the articles appealed to him as a 
spiritually minded man. He asked his 
friend where he had obtained the maga- 
zine, and the latter answered with a 
laugh, ‘‘Oh, it was sent to me; it goes 
everywhere.”’ 

The perusal of that one copy ulti- 
mately led this priest to come to Christ’s 
Mission, where in the last few weeks he 
has read nearly all the bound volumes. 

We send many copies of the magazine 
every month to priests in all parts of 
the country, and there is the clearest 
evidence that it is doing good among 
them. Priests can be reached, and 
they can be converted; and we hope in 
the future to send thousands of copies 
to them where we now send hundreds. 
They will read THE CONVERTED CATH- 
OLIc when they would not read the 
Bible or a religious journal. It shall 
be our aim in the future even more than 
in the past, not to repel them, but to 
win them to the truth; and the truth 
shall make them free. Even while 
we sow the seed the Lord of the harvest 
brings it to fruition. 


The Pope’s Anniversaries, 

Pope Leo XIII. is a vigorous old 
man, like Mr. Gladstone, Prince Bis- 
marck and other European celebrities, 
and like General William T. Harris, 
the author of the historic work, ‘‘ The 
Assassination of President Lincoln,’’ 
and our dear Father Chiniquy, who in 
a few months will enter upon his nine- 


tieth year. Pope Leo is the most for- 
tunate of all these celebrated persons. 
He isthe head of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and every member of that 
Church in the world must obey his com- 
mands regarding faith and morals or be 
eternally condemned to perdition. He 
has great power, and he uses it to keep 
his followers in line with the teaching 
ofthe Church. Ifthey think for them- 
selves on religious questions he will ex- 
communicate them. His power isto be 
dreaded. Hence it is fear and not love 
that induces people to give him presents 
during the many anniversaries that he 
enjoys. A golden jubilee of his or- 
dination means several milliens, a silver 
jubilee nearly as much more, and now 
this year he is celebrating his twentieth 
anniversary as Pope, when gold, dia- 
monds and precious stones will be show- 
ered on him. He isa fortunate man. 
But is he a happy Christian while he 
poses as the vicar of Christ? The Lord 
isa jealous God, and will not give His 
glory to another. 
20: 
CHRIST'S MISSION DEBT— 
GOOD NEWS. 


It will give pleasure to all the friends 
of Christ’s Mission to learn that the 
debt on the building can be reduced to 
$5,000 by March 1, if the sum of $700 
can be subscribed by that time. If the 
promises previously made could be ful- 
filled that amount would be on hand. 
But while promises are good and wel- 
come, the actual payment of the debt 
must be made in money. It is confi- 
dently expected that the amount now 
needed—-$700—will be received by the 
first of next month. A generous friend 
in New York city has contributed suf- 
ficient to reduce the debt to $5,000, if 
this $700 be received by Marchr. All 
who are interested in the work of the 
Mission are earnestly requested to do 
what they can at this time. 
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Priests at Christ s Mission. 

In every country of the world Ro- 
man Cathlic priests are inquiring for 
the truth. Last month we received a 
letter from a priest, a Missionary Apos- 
tolic in the far East, who had received 
a copy of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
from the nun, Mary Magdalene, to 
whom reference was made in the Jan- 
uary number and who appealed to us 
for counsel in the sad circumstances in 
which she is placed, without light but 
not without hope of deliverance from 
the convent. This priest says he wants 
more copies of the magazine, as he is 
anxious to learn the evangelical faith, 
and wherein it differs from the faith of 
Rome. The bound volume for last 
year was sent to him, and several copies 
were forwarded to the nun with the 
Scriptural name, ‘‘ Mary Magdalene.’’ 
We believe she will not only derive 
benefit from their perusal, but will 
make good use of them by sending them 
to priests or handing them to other in- 
mates of the convent, if she can rely 
upon their discretion not to denounce 
her to the mother superior. We have 
also written to this nun and assured her 
that we would do everything possible 
for her enlightenment, happiness and 
release from the convent if she desired 
to leave that institution. 

Last month there came to Christ's 
Mission a priest who is distinguished 
in scienceand literature. He isa grad- 
uate of the Roman University—the 
Appolinaris—and is master of many 
languages. He has been a missionary 
in South America and in this country. 

At present those spiritually-minded 
priests do not desire any controversy 
with the ecclesiastical authorities, who 
would persecute them if they could. 
They want to know the truth of the re- 
ligion of Christ, and they think Christ's 
Mission is the place where they will find 


sympathy and rest as well as instruc- 
tion. 


Another Priest Coming Out. 

The following letter from a minister 
and editor of a leading religious paper 
reached us the first week of this month. 

, February 4, 1898. 
Rev. JAmEs A. O'CONNOR. 

My Dear Sir :—¥or some months I 
have been in correspondence with a 
priest, the Rev. ——, who wishes 
to ‘leave the Church of Rome. He 
opened the correspondence. I have 
been careful to impress upon him the 
necessity of acting up to his convictions, 
and not to be carried away with the 
hope of any material advantages in any 
Protestant Church. He is in the prime 
of life, a good looking man, and an ex- 
cellent scholar. 

He expresses a desire to go to New 
York, and make his change of faith 
known after leaving home. What pros- 
pect is there for such a man under your 
care? He seems to be sincere, but you 
would be a better judge of such a case 
than any of us can be. Shall I give 
him your address, so that he may write 
to you? Or would it be best for him to 
proceed at once to New York and make 
himself known to you ? 

Yours very truly, 

We replied to that letter, and if the 
priest desires to come to Christ’s Mis- 
sion, we shall welcome him as we did 
the good Father Lambert, who came 
to the Mission while conducting a 
revival-in the Roman Catholic Cathedral 
in Boooklyn with three other Redemp- 
torist priests in 1894. Such men de- 
serve the greatest sympathy in their ef- 
forts to break the chains of error and 
superstition that bind them, and to es- 
cape from the other monstrous evils of 
Romanism. They do not know what 
to do or where to go. There are many 
priests like this gentleman and Father 
Lambert in the Roman Catholic Church 
in the United States. Christ’s Mission 
will do all it can for them. 


, 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE OF LUTHER BARRY O’CONNOR, 


CONDUCTED BY REV. 


memorial service for Luther 

Barry O’Connor, son of Pastor 
O'Connor, was held in the chapel of 
Christ’s Mission, Sabbath evening, 
December 5, 1897. It was conducted 
by Rev. Dr. Albert B. King, of the 
New York Presbytery, and there were 
present a large number of friends sym- 
pathizing with the bereaved family. 

As the beloved child, Luther, was 
named after the great Reformer Martin 
Luther, who was a converted Catholic 
priest, and whose example in protesting 
against the errors of Rome and preach- 
ing the pure Gospel of Christ Pastor 
O’Connor gladly imitates, it seemed 
befitting the occasion that the service 
should set forth such an evangel as 
Luther preached, and to which the 
young Luther testified so faithfully be- 
fore he fell asleep in Jesus.” 

Dr. King read Luther's Psalm 
(46th) with the statement that when 
the great Reformer was beset by diffi- 
culties and all the powers of the world 
with Satan at their head seemed to ar- 
ray themselves against his peace and 
prosperity, then he was accustomed to 
say to Melanthon, ‘‘Philip, let us sing 
the forty-sixth Psalm.’’ Lwuther’s bat- 
tle hymn, ‘‘Ein Feste Burg,’’ ‘“‘A 
Tower of Safety is our God,”’ is a para- 
phrase of this Psalm. He also read 
parts of the second and third chapters 
of Galatians and commended Luther’s 
commentary on that epistle as a mag- 
nificent presentation of the Gospel of 
Christ. He then offered the following 
prayer: 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, 
assembled as we are in sympathy with 
our beloved brother and sister in their 
great loss, we pray Thee that all this 
service may be to the glory of Thy 
name; and that Thy Holy Spirit may 
be present to carry honie the truth that 


ALBERT B. KING. 


may be presented. Move us, O Lord, 
to accept with a stronger grasp the 
Gospel of Thy dear Son. Help us to 
be fearless in witnessing to the grace 
which is in Jesus Christ. Deliver us 
from all harshness, from the severity 
which is not born of love but of self- 
righteousness. Help us to speak the 
truth in love. 

Our Father, we pray Thee in a very 
special manner for our dear Brother 
O’Connor and his wife, that they ever 
may have present in their hearts the 
comforting presence of Thy Holy 
Spirit. Comfort them with the comfort 
that Thou alone canst give, and that 
the world cannot take away. Grant 
that they may not only acquiesce in 
Thy will as Sovereign, but that they 
may bow to the will of their Father, 
who can make no mistake, and ever 
sympathizes and loves. 

We pray Thee in behalf of so many 
who are nominal Christians, but as yet 
have no inner experience of Christ as 
their personal Saviour, and of Thee as 
their Father. 

Father, hear us, and bless us now 
as we further wait before Thee; and 
grant that the services of this hour 
may be remembered with joy, because 
Thou art present. We ask it, with the 
forgiveness of past sins, in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After singing a hymn Dr. King said: 

My text for this evening is found in 
1 Corinthians 1: 30. ‘‘Butof him are 
ye iri Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption.’’ 

The whole Gospel is evidently 
summed up in these four things: Wis- 
dom, righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption. These are given in the 
text in the natural logical order of de- 
velopment. Redemption is a broad 
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term, which really includes within itself 
all the others, which plainly are related 
to it. No doubt, the Apostle meant by 
the word redemption to speak of the 
completion of the believer’s salvation 
through the resurrection and heavenly 
life. Nevertheless, redemption covers 
everything. It covers wisdom, right- 
eousness and sanctification, since the 
unredeemed lack these things. The 
four things may be likened to a great 
tree; redemption being the root of the 
tree of God’s grace in Jesus Christ; and 
wisdom, righteousness and sanctifica- 
tion the great spreading branches grow- 
ing out of this root and trunk of re- 
demption. The Greek word for re- 
demption is very significant. Wecom- 
monly connect with the idea of re- 
demption a ransom paid; but there is 
in it something more than that. It 
really means a buying back all we lost. 
Here is a person who has been sold 
into slavery, bound with fetters, thrown 
into a dungeon, fed on bread and water, 
and then redeemed. Sucha man, when 
redeemed, is bought back, he is untied 
or loosed from fetters (for the original 
word means that), and is brought out 
from prison to enjoy the sunshine, 
liberty, the joy, the health, the man- 
hood he had lost. So is the believer in 
Christ bought back into heavenly man- 
hood. 

We find the price paid for this re- 
demption in 1 Peter 1: 18 and 19. ‘‘For- 
asmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, from your vain conver- 
saiion received by tradition from your 
fathers; but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot.’’ 

By this redemption, which we have 
in Jesus Christ through His precious 
blood, we have an exceeding great and 
precious salvation given to us. This 
blood, the price Christ paid for our re- 
demption, was equivalent to the loss we 





sustained by entering into spiritual 
slavery. We lost our lives; and there- 
fore, the one that must redeem us must 
lose his life. Many timesin the Old 
Testament, we are told that blood is the 
soul or life; therefore, the precious 
blood poured out on Calvary was 
Christ’s life. He was a lamb without 


spot. Precious price for precious 
blessings! Christ died that we might 
live. Thatis the root and trunk of 


our redemption. 

There are three great branches of the 
redemption that we have through 
Christ’s death. These are: 

1. The redemption of the intellectual 
man, securing wisdom. 

2. The redemption of the conscience, 
securing justification. 

3. The redemption of 
life, securing sanctification. 

THE REDEMPTION OF THE INTEL- 
LECT, SECURING WISDOM. 

The Spirit of Christ redeems us from 
blindness as to sin. Our Saviour, 
speaking from the heavens to his great 
apostle Paul, told him what he must do 
in order to be a messenger of salvation. 
He must so speak to the Gentiles that 
he might be able to ‘‘ open their eyes, 
and turn them from darkness to light.’’ 
The person who lacks wisdom is, so to 
speak, in darkness. This is true also 
in the common affairs of life. Of a 
man ignorant, we say he is in the dark; 
he is blind. When a person who is 
unwise in the things of God and 
Christ, and living without hope, in the 
darkness of his natural mind, is regen- 
erated and converted, he is said to be 
enlightened. In the Old Testament 
scriptures the Lord Jesus is spoken of 
as wisdom, and as being with God at 
the creation of the world. Again we 
are told that in Christ Jesus are hid the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
Again, in Ephesians 5: 14: ‘‘Awake 
thou that sleepest, arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light.’’ 


the human 
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Christ gives us the light of his wisdom 
in revealing several things: 

Our helplessness in a state of sin. 
Paul tells us that ‘‘They who are in 
the flesh cannot please God.’’ 

Our misery. Paul speaks for us all: 
‘‘Oh wretched man that I am.’’ 

Christ in his compassion unto death 
makes known God’s great mercy and 
glorified justice satisfied by Christ’s 
obedience unto death. Men of the 
world, walking in darkness, vibrate 
between the extremes of sinful self- 
indulgence and despair. 

Even we, who are somewhat taught 
in the things of Christ by the Holy 
Spirit, even we are afflicted with griev- 
ous blindness. We only have our eyes 
half open to the things of Christ. When 
the Holy Spirit comes with power he 
enlightensus. He convinces us of our 
sin and misery; and he persuades us to 
embrace Jesus Christ freely offered to 
us in the Gospel. 

The next great branch which has its 
source in the root of redemption by 
Jesus Christ, is: 

THE REDEMPTION OF THE CON- 
SCIENCE, SECURING JUSTIFICATION. 

When our own conscience takes us 
by the throat, so to speak, and presses 
us to the wall demanding the payment 
of every cent of all the debt that is due, 
and we are bankrupt, then, indeed, is 
tribulation come upon us. But the 
good news is preached that One has 
obeyed for us unto death, and that 
through Jesus Christ we may have for- 
giveness. But justification is more 
than forgiveness, for it declares the 
believer free from all sin. How? In 
Romans 4: 5 the apostle Paul describes 
the work of justification: ‘‘But to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on Him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness.’’ Sinner, 
stop your effort in your own strength, 
for until you accept Christ, every deed, 
thought and word is sin, and nothing 








but sin. 
ness and justification will you love 


Not until you receive forgive- 


Him and love to do His will. Remem- 
ber that Luther called this precious 
truth, the free and full justification of 
the sinner through faith which clings 
to the righteousness of Christ, placed 
to our credit by God the Judge. 

The great Luther knew this. Ah! 
see him, after attempting laboriously 
to satisfy the demands of God’s law by 
counting the beads of the rosary and 
offering vain prayers. See him for 
three days and nights lying motionless 
on the floor of his cold cell. At last we 
see him rise; and a smile illumines his 
haggard face. He remembers and re- 
peats the words of the precious Gospel, 
‘*The just shall live by faith.’’ No 
wonder Luther called justification 
through faith in Christ the article of a 
standing or falling church. 

There is still another branch, and 
that is 

THE REDEMPTION OF OUR DAILY 
LIFE, SECURING SANCTIFICATION. 

We not only want to be justified, but 
we long to be sanctified. The original 
word for sanctification signifies sepa- 
ration. Inthe case of the justified be- 
liever there are two men residing 
within his body, the ‘‘Old’’ and the 
‘*New,’’ and these must be separated 
from each. other. 

Here is a glass of muddy water 
placed upon the table. By filtration it 
can be cleansed at once. If let alone, in 
twenty or thirty minutes, the sediment 
sinks to the bottom; and the water is 
comparatively clear. This illustrates 
the sanctification of the Christian. 

This sanctification or separation, 
whether accomplished by swifter or 
slower process, includes several things: 

Faith in Christ is as truly and fully 
the source of our sanctification as of 
ovr justification. Acts 26:18: ‘*Them 
which are sanctified by faith that is in 


” 


me. 
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The ever-flowing spring and stream 
of holy living is the unfailing fresh and 
increasing realization of the value of 
the redemptive blood, which, because it 
always justifies, always feeds the flame 
of grateful love to God, the law-giver. 
We love the God of uncompromising 
justice, because He must justify Christ 
and all who hide themselves in Christ. 
Love is the only possible fulfilment of 
the law. Thus are we separated from 
the love of sin, and every day dying 
unto sin, every day living unto right- 
eousness. 

We are also separated from the 
bitter consequences of sin. From 
the judgment of condemnation to 
that of acquittal; from hell to the 
eternal glory of heaven; from the 
decay and gloom of the grave to 
the resurrection body like Christ’s; 
from a corrupt world to the New Jer- 
usalem. 

I have spoken briefly of the re- 
demption that is in Christ: a re- 
demption that gives us a wisdom 
which enables us to see that Jesus 
Christ is able to save us, and which 
also gives us righteousness and sanc- 
tification. 

Dr. King then referred to the events 
that led to the departure of young 
Luther, and the testimony of his faith 
and trust in Jesus. The venerable 
preacher’s voice was broken, and tears 
ran down the faces of the congregation 
as he told of the love of Christ which 
was in the heart of the boy, and the 
sweetness of disposition that character- 
ized him. Every one present felt that 
they had lost a loving friend in the 
sweet boy whose shining face and 
graceful figure they would see no more 
at the meetings. He had welcomed 
them to the Sabbath services for so long 
a time that they had come to regard 
him in his capacity of usher as an in- 
tegral part of the meetings, and they 
loved him. 


DEAR LUTHER. 


BY ANNA D. WALKER, BLOOMFIELD, N. J. 
The Lord hath torn and He will heal, 
The Lord hath smitten and will bind, 
And coming days will sure reveal 
That e’en in grief His love is kind. 


So hard, so dreadful is the blow, 
We scarce can lift our streaming eyes: 
Our fondest hopes are here laid low. 
Why is it thus? the poor heart cries. 


The home seems lone, an empty place, 
Where are the tones to us so sweet? 

Where is that lovely, boyish face? 
Why come they not, those eager feet ? 


Why must we lay his garments by ? 
And will he need them nevermore ? 

And boyish treasures here they lie 
To pain the bruised heart so sore. 


And must the seasens come and go, 
With him, so precious, yet away, 
The summer’s flowers, the winter’s 
[snow, 
The changes of the night and day ? 


With us, we would have kept him here, 
In midst of all the strife and din, 

To suffer grief, and doubt and fear, 
To know the battle fierce with sin. 


Our Father looked with pitying love, 
Upon the lad all free from guile, 

And called him to the Home above, 
Ere sin or evil should defile. 


Itis the Lord, to Him we bow, 

’Tis He alone can heal the smart; 
From Him alone can comfort flow, 

To soothe the wounded, broken heart. 


In love, the chastening of His hand, 
A solace sweet there is in this; 

And better we shall understand 
His reasons, in a world of bliss. 


For this welook, for this we wait: 
We know that Heaven holds our boy; 
And when we pass the golden gate, 
We’ll meet him there, in perfect joy. 
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A GOOD MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST. 


THE REV. DR. JOHN HALL. 


N the counsels and admonitions ad- 
dressed to his dearly beloved son 
Timothy, the Apostle Paul says: 

‘“Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.’’ 

“If thou put the brethren in remem- 
brance of these things, thou shalt be a 
good minister of Jesus Christ, nour- 
ished up in the words of faith and of 
good doctrine, whereunto thou hast 
attained.’’ 

It is no exaggeration to say that in 
the history of New York City there has 
not been any minister of the gospel who 
commanded the respect and acmi- 
ration of the community at large and 
gained the love of Christian people, 
more than has Dr. John Hall. For 
thirty years he has been pastor of the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, the 
largest in the city, and naturally his 
place in the religious world was in the 
front rank. But his name did not of- 
ten appear in the daily papers, which 
must ever have something ‘‘new”’ in 
their pages, and it was not generally 
known how large was the space he filled 
in the religious life of the city, and in- 
deed of the whole country, until it was 
announced last month that he intended 
to resign his pastorate. The official 
board of the church accepted his resig- 
nation, but when it was submitted to 
the congregation they unanimously re- 
fused to accept it. 

Dr. Hall has been preaching the 
gospel for forty-eight years, but he is 
only sixty-nine years old, and as his 
eye is not dimmed nor his natural force 
abated, and he never preached better 
than now, his congregation would not 
let him retire to private life. The 
Fifth Avenue Church is to be congrat- 


ulated, ard the whole Church of Christ 
rejoices that Dr. Hall is to continue his 
ministry in this city. 

We could fill this magazine many 
times over with extracts from the daily 
and religious press eulogizing Dr. Hall 
as a faithful minister of Christ, one of 
the great preachers of the world, and 
a noble, lovable, gentle, human being. 
But our readers, doubtless, have seen 
some of these articles, and we select 
only part of that written by the Rev. 
Dr. James M. Buckley, editor of the 
New York Christian Advocate, which 
appeared in the issue of that paper for 
January 20, 1898, with the portrait, 
which we also reproduce on page 34: 

‘*Dr. Hall has had a career pre- 
eminently calculated to produce the 
best type of pastor-preacher. Thor- 
oughly educated, in his early experi: 
ence he was a pastor in a rural region, 
many of his people living five or six 
miles from the church. In those days 
he would go by carriage to the home 
of his most remote parishioner, and 
then begin a round of calls on foot, con- 
tinuing all day, and generally conduct- 
ing a service with preaching at the 
house of oné of his parishioners. 

‘* His congregation here has twenty- 
six hundred communicants, and a con- 
stituency of double that number. Dr. 
Hall visits every family at least once in 
the year, announcing each week the 
streets in which he will make calls. He 
begins his working day at nine o’clock, 
and is ready to receive visitors then. 

‘*He speaks without notes, but is 
said to take great pains in writing his 
sermons. Evidences, however, appears 
that he frequently extemporizes, how- 


“ever much he may recite, and to our 


knowledge he possesses the power of 
extemporizing in a style in the high- 
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est degree resembling that of his ser- 
mons. 

‘“ He has stood for the evangelical 
system, for the dignity of the pulpit 
and of church service, for Presbyterian- 
ism, for peace, and for fraternity. He 
has held fast to the original views of 
Presbyterians concerning the theatre, 
and it is announced that he never at- 
tended a play nor an opera in his life. 
Possessed of magnificent health and 
endurance, and holding his second ser- 
vice in the afternoon, he has been able 
to preach a third time, besides preach- 
ing and addressing religious bodies and 
bodies denominational and undenomina- 
tional, several times each week. 

‘‘He has greatly endeared himself 
to ministers and churches of other de- 
nominations by his willingness to assist 
them. Nor has he confined his volun- 
tary services to splendid churches or 
renowned pastors. His voice has been 
heard as often in those smaller societies 
greatly needing his help, and many a 
Methodist preacher in humble position 
has been refreshed, delighted, and spir- 
itually edified by a sermon from Dr. 
John Hall.’’ 

Christ’s Mission, and all converted 
Catholics have no better friend than 
Dr. Hall. His early ministry in Ire- 
land was devoted to the evangelization 
of the Roman Catholics of that coun- 
try, and he has always manifested the 
greatest interest in their spiritual wel- 
fare. He has preached in Masonic 
Temple at the services we have held 
there, and his sermon has been pub- 
lished in a booklet, with the title, ‘‘ Bi- 
ble Reasons Why We Are Protestants.’’ 
Of his personal kindness, and that of 
Mrs. Hall, to the editor of this maga- 
zine and his family, especially in their 
recent bereavement, we say nothing, 
for no words could adequately express 
what such ministry of sympathy and 
loving kindness has done to comfort 
and bless us. 


Work While it i 


The Rev. Dr. J. R. Miller, of Phila- 
delphia, says: 

Sorrow came to you yesterday. Your 
first impulse now is to give up and sit 
down in despair amid the wrecks of 
your hopes. But you dare not do it. 
You are in the line of battle, and the 
crisis is at hand. To falter a moment 
would be to imperil some holy interest. 
Other lives would be harmed by your 
pausing. Holy interests would suffer 
should your hands be folded. You 
must not linger even to indulge your 
grief. Sorrows are but incidents in 
life, and must not interrupt us. We 
must leave them behind while we press 
on to the things that are before. 

Then God has so ordered, too, that 
in pressing on in duty we shall find the 
truest, richest comfort for ourselves. 
Sitting down to brood over our sorrows, 
the darkness deepens about us and 
creeps into our heart, and our strength 
changes to weakness. But if we turn 
away from the gloom, and take up the 
tasks and duties to which God calls us, 
the light will come again, and we shall 
grow stronger. 


‘* When all our hopes are gone, 
’Tis well our hands must still keep 
toiling on 
For others’ sake ; 
For strength to bear is found in 
duty done ; 
And he is blest, indeed, who learns 
to make 
The joy of others cure his own 
heartache.’’ 


e+e - 


Dr. Hall’s Sermon. 

The great sermon, ‘‘ Bible Reasons 
Why We Are Protestants,’’ preached 
by Dr. John Hall at the Christ’s Mis- 
sion services in Masonic Temple in 
1896, and which can be had at this of- 


fice, should be widely distributed. 
‘Protestants will find in it the reason for 
their faith, and Catholics will be con- 
verted by reading it. 
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CONVERSION OF AN IRISH PRIEST. 


Wy are happy to publish this 

month the following facts re- 
garding the conversion of a young 
priest in Ireland, which we find in the 
Dublin Banner of Truth, and in the 
London English Churchman of January 
6, 1898, and other papers : 

The Rev. J. Taaffe Finn, of Foxford, 
and chaplain to the Foxford Convent, 
has left the Church of Rome for the 
Church of Ireland. 

Mr. Finn is connected with influen- 
tial families in the west of Ireland, 
having been a near relative of the late 
Dean Finn, of the Diocese of Achonry. 

Mr. Finn was educated for the priest- 
hood at Maynooth, where he distin- 
guished himself, coming out as a Dun- 
boyne scholar. During Mr. Finn’s 
ministry in connection with the Roman 
Church, he held appointments in the 
parishes of Colooney, Kilmovee and 
Foxford. 

Mr. Finn attributes his change of 
faith to no human influence; it seems 
to have been the work of the Spirit of 
God alone. For some years past he 
has been troubled in his conscience 
about the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion, in his heart of hearts unable to 
believe that the host which he elevated, 
and to which the people bowed down, 
was, as his Church taught, the literal 
body of Christ. Nor could he believe 
in the assumed power of absolving from 
sin, and though he went through the 
prescribed forms, he had not the due 
‘*intention,’’ and, therefore, ‘‘ these 
sacraments ’’ were null and void. He 
read any books he could get, in order 
to satisfy his mind. Dr. Thomson’s 
‘“The Land and the Book’’ seems to 
have helped him, as he saw from that 
work the highly figurative language in 
use among the Jews at the Paschal 
feast. Following out this line of 
thought, he was able to understand the 


institution of the Lord’s Supper as a 
spiritual feast rather than a literal car- 
nal partaking of Christ’s body. 

Mr. Finn informed his parish priest 
that he could not remain any longer a 
Roman Catholic. He wrote to his 
Bishop on November 10, resignirg his 
curacy, and took his ticket for Dublin, 
in order that he might present himself 
to the Archbishop, in expectation of 
eventually becoming a clergyman of the 
Church of Ireland. 

Mr. Finn is living with one of our 
I.C.M. Missionaries, and studying un- 
der the supervision of the Rev. P. B. 
Johnson. His late Bishop (Dr. Lyster) 
having on two occasions sent a deputa- 
tion in order to induce him to return, 
Mr. Finn has written to Dr. Lyster, in 
clear and unmistakable terms, a courte- 
ous, but decided, letter, of which the 
following is a copy :— 

‘* Dublin, November 24, 1897. 

‘* May it please your Lordship:—On 
November 11 your Lordship received a 
letter from me, resigning my position 
as curate of Foxford, owing to a change 
in my religious opinions. Father 
O'Hara having called upon me on Fri- 
day at your Lordship’s request ; Dean 
Staunton having also paid me on Tues- 
day a visit; with a view to induce me 
to return to the Church of Rome, I take 
it that your Lordship has not regarded 
my resignation as final. I desire, there- 
fore, in the first place, to take this op- 
portunity of thanking your Lordship 
for the kind motive which actuated you 
in getting the Dean and Father O'Hara 
to come, believing as I do that your 
Lordship considered that | had taken a 
wrong step in leaving the Church of 
Rome for the Church of Ireland. In 
the second place, I think it right to 
make it plain and clear that I had not 
taken this step without much prayerful 
consideration, and that I have not acted 
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in any spirit of hasty clamor against the 
religion in which I was brought up, 
but, having weighed the matter, and 
the scale having turned in favor of the 
Protestant view, your Lordship will 
agree with me when I say that to re- 
main in Rome after that was but to con- 
tinue to eat the bread of hypocrisy. It 
is due to your Lordship that I should 
mention some points in which Father 
O'Hara and Father Finlay (who ac- 
companied him) have failed to convince 
me; and, in passing, I might mention 
to your Lordship that these gentlemen 
spent over two hours in my lodging 
trying to convince me. In the first 
place I have been asked to believe that 
St. John vi. is to be taken in a literal 
sense, which would lead to the con- 
clusion that no person who has ever re- 
ceived the sacrament could be lost, since 
our Lord has said, ‘‘ He that eateth My 
flesh and drinketh My blood hath ever- 
lasting life, and I will raise him up at 
the last day.’’ On the other hand, a 
literal interpretation of verse 54 will 
lead to the strange conclusion that 
those who as yet have not received the 
sacrament cannot be saved. Seeing 
then that this discourse of our Lord 
will not admit of a literal interpretation, 
I am bound to search for some more ra- 
tional view, and I find what appeared 
to me to be a‘rational view and natural 
interpretation in verse 64, where our 
Divine Lord, in response to the mur- 
murings of His (disciples, explains His 
own words: ‘‘It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing, 
the words that I have spoken to you, 
they are spirit and life.’’ Since then 
the words are to be understood in a 
spiritual sense, al! difficulties disappear, 
and it is easy to understand such pas- 
sages as (verse 58): ‘‘ As I live by the 
Father ; so he that eateth Me shall live 
by Me,’’ from which it is evident that 
as our Lord lived not by carnally par- 
taking of His Father, but by spiritual 


communion ; so the devout soul will 
partake of Christ through spiritual 
communion with Him. I further find 
in 1 Cor. xi. that the Apostle refers to 
the sacrament as bread after consecra- 
tion. 

‘* A further difficulty arises asto how 
the body of Christ disappears or be- 
comes corrupt, when there would be a 
question of a host that, for one reason 
or another—say because it is poisoned 
—could not be used. The Rubric of 
the Missal directs that a host of this 
kind be piaced in the sacrarium until it 
has attained the stage of corruption. 
The substance of bread cannot corrupt, 
because in hypothesis it is not there, 
and St. Peter tells us when he quotes 
from the Psalmist that his flesh (Christ’s) 
shall not see corruption (Acts xi. 27). 

‘Then the necessity of intention on 
the part of the priest when he celebrates 
Mass, to do as the Church does, sup- 
plies a further question. Suppose a 
priest ina particular instance had not 
the intention to consecrate: would not 
the worshipers, when the host is ele- 
vated, incur, at least materially, what 
the Israelites incurred when they bowed 
down to the golden calf? 

‘‘The doctrine of infallibility was 
also a stumbling block. The history of 
the Church affords striking proofs that 
the Bishops of Rome have, as a matter 
of fact, erred in faith. 

‘‘In resigning my position as a cler- 
gyman in your Lordship's diocese, I 
have no intention of renouncing Christi- 
anity—far from it. I am already in 
communication with Dr. Peacocke, the 
Archbishop of Dublin, with a view to 
eventually becoming a licensed clergy- 
man of the Protestant Church, where, 
if God permit, and the Archbishop con- 
siders me worthy, I hope to minister in 
no spirit of antagonism to vour Lord- 
ship, or to other kind friends whom I 
hope always to love and esteem. 

‘*J. TAAFFE Finn.” 
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CONVERSION OF A SPANISH PR':EST. 


TESTIMONY OF ANGEL FERNANDEZ ORTIZ, OTHERWISE FATHER 


VILLAMIL, OF 


BARCELONETA, PORTO RICO. 


Translated from the Spanish by Rev. Gerard A. Bailly, Christian 
Alliance Missionary in Caracas, Venezuela. 


EFORE giving the details relative 
to my conversion, it may be 
necessary to narrate a few events of 
my life. Born in Mannambo, Porto 
Rico, the son of Catholic parents, I was 
educated in their religion in the pri- 
mary schools, gaining the knowledge 
suitable to my age, learning from my 
masters to acknowledge as a truth that 
which they taught concerning the Ro- 
man Catholic religion. At the age of 
thirteen I was taken by my father to 
the Catholic Seminary in San Juan, 
Porto Rico, and was accepted as an in- 
mate of that institution. Commencing 
the studies of the ecclesiastical course, 
the first five years passed tranquilly 
without there entering my mind a sin- 
gle thought that would lead me to 
doubt the truth of my religion: to the 
study of which I had been dedicated, 
in order that in the future I might be- 
come its minister and defender. After 
these five years of study I obtained the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts, and then 
commenced the study of theology. It 
was then that my soul yearned for the 
truth and I began to be disturbed. 
Doubts innumerable entered my mind 
and sadness took possession of my 
heart. I studied more and more, try- 
ing to quiet the voice that was crying 
from the depths of my heart: ‘‘ This 
system, this dogma, this which we are 
studying, is false! This is not the 
truth! This is not the religion of 
Jesus Christ !’’ 

Increasing more and more, these 
doubts troubled my spirit. However, 
I passed the four courses in theology, 
and finished my studies when I was 
twenty-two years old. Six months 


later, by special dispensation of the 
Pope, I was ordained a priest, and im- 
mediately was nominated coadjutor of 
the parish of Moca. This was in 1895. 
I officiated in Moca one year, and from 
there I was transferred to Barceloneta 
as a parish priest. In this town I 
stayed until the month of September, 
1897 (nearly one year), when I re- 
ceived orders to go and take chargef of 
the parish of Vergan Alta, but did not 
accept it, because then I had formed 
the firm resolution to retire from Porto 
Rico for another country and declare 
my emancipation from the errors of 
Romanism and my desire to embrace 
the Gospel faith. Accordingly, on the 
12th of October, 1897, I embarked for 
St. Thomas, where I arrived the’ fol- 
lowing day. A few hours after my 
arrival I visited the English Moravian 
Church, and there, before the pastor 
and many witnesses, I testified my de- 
sire to enter the Protestant fold. 

I have related the successive’steps ot 
my life in these words, and now can 
only briefly refer to the reasons that led 
to my conversion. 

Once a priest and out of the sem- 
inary, I dedicated myself earnestly to 
the study of the Scriptures, and,faided 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit, for 
which I continually prayed, my*eyes. 
were opened to the light of truth and 
my soul to hope. What comfort? pos- 
sessed my heart from that happy'mo- 
ment! What tranquility entered? my 
soul from that time! Before, all was 
doubt and fear; to-day, all faith, hope 
and love ! 

Nothing more need be said at this 
time except to express my earnest hope 
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and ardent desire that my conversion 

may be an example to many of my 

former companions in the priesthood. 
ANGEL FERNANDEZ ORTIZ. 


From a private letter we learn that 
this converted priest continues to study 
the Bible while supporting himself by 
daily work. He is young and vigor- 
ous, and by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, whom he invoked while still a 
priest, he will become a useful mission- 
ary in South America. Many other 
priests in the ‘‘ Neglected Continent ’’ 
will follow his example in thinking for 
themselves, and the Spirit of Truth will 
guide them to a knowledge of Christ 
the Saviour. 





Romanism Does Not Pay. 


It has become a truism in Roman 
Catholic circles, particularly among 
the priests, to declare that the people 
do not support the Church as liberally 
asin former days. They do not give 
money for masses for the living or the 
dead—faith in purgatory has ceased to 
be practical—nor do they pay for bap- 
tisms and marriages and other services 
in the same degree that made these 
perquisites of the priests so valuable. 
The sacraments of the Church have 
not the same money value that they 
formerly possessed. The people are 
learning that the grace of God is free 
and that it is simony to demand money 
for that which God alone can give. 
Hence, many of the costly churches are 
deeply in debt. Even the great New 
York Cathedral, over which Arch- 
bishop Corrigan presides, is in a bad 
financial condition. The New York 
evening papers of January 31 had the 
following item: 


Justice Freedman, in the Supreme 
Court to-day, signed an order author- 
izing the trustees of St. Patrick’s Ca- 
thedral to mortgage the old cathedral 
property at Prince and Mott streets to 
the Seaman’s Bank, in the sum of $90, - 
ooo. Sixty thousand dollars of this 


sum is to be paid to the Emigrants’ 
Industrial Savings Bank, in satisfaction 
of a mortgage, and the remainder on 
account of another mortgage. 


The people are losing faith in Rom- 
anism and will not sustain the elabo- 
rate and costly machinery the bishops 
and priests have constructed for their 
salvation. They are learning that the 
Great High Priest, Jesus the Son of 
God, who offered Himself as the sacri- 
fice for the sins of the whole world, 
will save them if they come to Him 
with believing minds and repentant 
hearts; and His salvation is without 
money and without price. 

As a last resort the priests are resort- 
ing to the exhibition of bogus relics, 
like the piece of bone of St. Ann, ‘‘the 
grandmother of God,’’ which is dis- 
played in the Canadian Church in this 
city, and which was exposed as a fraud 
in this magazine some years ago. As 
this ‘‘relic’’ has been declared to be a 
piece of chicken bone, the priests in 
other churches have become more cau- 
tious in labeling their articles of exhi- 
bition, but the lesser saints do not 
draw the crowds as the ‘‘grandmother 
of God’’ did. The French priest in 
East Seventy-sixth street has made 
$30,000 by his relic of St. Ann. 
Archbishop Corrigan must get a few 
threads of the hair of the Virgin Mary 
to raise money or his cathedral will 
succumb under the load of mortgages. 

10: 
Bound Volume for 1897. 

The monthly parts of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC have been neatly 
bound in a volume, making a book of 
380 pages. The binding of the volume 
is equal to any beforethe public. The 
contents are deeply interesting. Among 
the articles are ‘‘Converts from Rome’’; 
‘“The Tramp Priest; or, Sacerdos 
Vagabundus’’; sermons by prominent 
clergymen; and a vast fund of informa- 
tion relating to the Roman Church and 
the schemes of the Jesuits; Price, $1.50. 
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FACTS AND FANCIES. 


BY REV. FRANCIS WATRY, SONOMA, CALIFORNIA. 


Rome and the Press. 
O how great an extent the press 
has come under Roman Catholic 
domination was but recently illustrated 
here in California by one of the leading 
papers on the Pacific coast. The San 
Francisco Ca// had engaged Professor 
Mahaffy, of Trinity College, Dublin, 
‘‘to write a series of letters setting 
forth the true condition of affairs (with 
regard to the reported famine in Ire- 
land) from the view-point of an impar- 
tial observer whose facilities for obtain- 
ing knowledge were of the best.’’ In 
his letters the Professor said that the 
cry of famine was raised during the wet 
weather of late August and early Sep- 
tember, but that the beautiful fall 
weather which followed saved the 
crops and averted the famine. Among 
those who are ever ready to raise the 
cry of famine in Ireland, he continued, 
‘‘there are the classes who make public 
capital out of it; the politicians and the 
priests." He intimated tkat when 
money pours into Ireland to help the 
poor, the priests are getting their share 
of it. He also referred to ‘‘the hurry 
to publish and exaggerate the distress,’ 
and to the absolutely false statements 
made by some of the priests, and all 
this for a purpose best known to them. 
It was to be expected that the Pro- 
fessor’s blunt presentation oi the mat- 
ter would not be permitted to pass un- 
challenged in San Francisco, but it was 
something of a surprise to find the Ca// 
editorially confessing its mistake in en- 
gaging Professor Mahaffy to give this 
information, and promising to give its 
readers a more accurate account of the 
condition of affairs in Ireland, for 
which purpose it would secure the ser- 
vices of a very prominent Irish priest. 
And so the man whom this great 
paper regarded as an ‘‘impartial ob- 


server whose facilities for obtaining 
knowledge were of the best ”’ finds him- 
self discredited and is obliged to make 
room for one who, of course, cannot 
and will not misrepresent anything. 
How wonderfully quick these news- 
paper men are to see and acknowledge 
their mistakes when there is danger of 
incurring the displeasure of the priests. 

Another incident of recent date 
points in the same direction and cannot 
be misunderstood. Some of the San 
Francisco priestscomplained that ‘‘ the 
preacher gets hiscolumns in the papers 
while the priest gets his lines.’’ They 
demanded full reports of their sermons 
and lectures, as well as extended notices 
of their doings —‘‘the same as the 
preachers get.’’ And now the press of 
the city is doing penance in sackcloth 
and ashes for its sins of omission, and 
is earnestly endeavoring to redeem the 
past by filling its columns with reports 
of sermons on feasts and fasts, saints 
and relics, purgatory and hell fire, the 
Pope and confession, and a host of 
things in Roman dress. People who 
never yet listened to a sermon as ordi- 
narily preached in Roman Catholic 
churches might find this an excellent 
opportunity of learning what kind of 
preaching those people get. The won- 
der is that the priests themselves are 
not ashamed of their productions. 


ROMANISM AND MORMONISM. 


Some people seem to feel greatly 
alarmed over the fact that the Mormon 


Church still maintains its political 
power unbroken. It may be that there 
is some cause for alarm. Whenever 
and wherever a Church, as such, no 
matter what Church, goes into politics, 
some mischief is sure to fotlow. 

But the Mormon Church is a com- 
paratively small body. It has vo influ- 
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ence outside of its own limited circle. 
It stands condemned before the bar of 
public opinion on account of one of its 
chief tenets. Itshistory does not reveal 
it as a monstrous, cruel, persecuting 
and bloodthirsty political power. 
There is, on the other hand, the Roman 
Church, numbering its adherents by the 
million, wielding a vast influence every- 
where, seeking and winning the ap- 
proval and applause of the public, and 
having, above all things, a record writ- 
ten in the annals of every civilized 
nation under the sun, proving it to 
have been a power which for selfish- 
ness, cruelty, blood-thirstiness and un- 
ending mischief stands without a peer. 
This Church hasa thousand times more 
political power than the Mormon 
Church has, and is most assuredly as 
bold and unscrupulous as the latter in 
making use of that power for its own 
ends and purposes. And yet these 
same people who dread the power of 
Mormonism are not at all backward in 
considering those who fear the power of 
Romanism as bigotsand ignorant wind- 
bags. Verily, the saying is true— 
‘Consistency, thou art a jewel.’’ 


ROMANISM AND PROTESTANTISM. 


Some good people seem to think that 
itis unfortunate that those of us who 
not in communion with Rome 
The 


are 
should still be called Protestants. 
very name, they say, stirs up old ani- 
mosities, and the reasons way people 
called themselves Protestants at the 
time of the Reformation do no longer 
exist. 

But if it be true that the name Prot- 
estant stirs up old animosities, then it 
is not less true that the name Roman 
Catholic does the same, and the one is 
as nnfortunateas the other. But many 
of us have an idea that there still is, 
and always will remain, in the Roman 
Church, a great deal against which one 
may in all good conscience, earnestly 


and vigorously protest. And so, mean 
while, we stand forth to witness for the 
truth and protest against error, and 
are quite contented to be called Pro- 
testants. 


CELIBACY OR MARRIAGE? 


It is a curious thing, indeed, to find 
that the Roman clergy and press never 
tire of playing that old game by which 
they have so often deluded, anda still 
delude, their followers. I mean that 
ever-ready and apparently all-prevail- 
ing argument that no priest, or monk, 
or nun ever left the Roman Church for 
any other reason but a desire to get 
married. The fact that very many 
never entertain the thought of mar- 
riage neither before nor after their de- 
parture from Rome does not seem to 
them to weaken the argument any. 
Like the Pope’s infallibility, it is so 
because it is so and serves a good pur- 
pose. It has always seemed to me that 
the reason why most priests have such 
implicit and desperate faith in that 
argument is a personal one. They 
have themselves, times out of number, 
entertained the thought, perhaps the 
desire, of leaving the Roman band. 
Most people do sometimes tire of play- 
ing the same old tune all thetime. And 
priests are human, awfully human, 
sometimes. And as they look through 
their bars out into the bright sunlight 
of heaven, there comes back to them 
the remembrance of a home, a once 
happy home, where childhood and 
youth were spent so sweetly, and they 
say to themselves—‘‘If I were free to 
do as I pleased I would seek to have a 
home—a home, the one place on earth 
where the poor human heart may find a 
measure of rest and peace and happi- 
ness, because God so ordained it.’’ 

But no sooner has the thought come 
and gone than the old argument, false 
as it is, seems to them truer than ever, 
and they end their meditation with 
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life marked out for them in youth, how- 
ever contrary it may be to the instincts of 
nature, however debasing to their own 
manhood and destructive of the virtue 
and happiness of others. 





Mahometanism and Romanism. 





The Rev. Dr. John Henry Barrows, 
of Chicago, who recently returned from 
an extended tour in India, where he 
studied Mahometanism, delivered a lec- 
ture to the students of Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary, this city, on February 3, 
in which he said : 

‘* While Christianity numbers among 
its nominal adherents four hundred mil- 
lions of men, and may be said to rule 
politically over nearly all the world ex- 
cepting China and the Turkish Empire, 
still Mahometanism is at present win- 
ning some of the races of mankind more 
rapidly than any of its rivals, and is 
gaining both in Asia and Africa.’’ 

He ascribed the power of the religion 
of the Crescent to its belief in one God, 
and he thought its conquests had been 
aided by the Eastern Church and the 
Roman Church, which, he said, ‘‘ had 
surrounded the throne of Jehovah with 
a crowd of saints and angels that ob- 
scured the vision of the one everlasting 
Jehovah.’’ He also said, ‘‘It is cer- 
tainly impossible, I emphatically repeat, 
for the Roman Catholic Church, with 
its deification of Mary and with its va- 
rieties of semi-idolatry, ever to conquer 
the globe so long as Mahometanism, 
with its teaching of the spirituality of 
God and its stern monotheism, obstructs 
the way.”’ 

Such a lecture will do good in Union 
Seminary, the directors of which invi- 
ted the Paulist priest, Father Doyle, a 
few years ago to address the students 
on the art of preaching; and incidental- 
ly, we presume, to relate his experience 
in trying to convert Protestants to Ro- 
manism; for that is now the principal 


the resolution tocontinue in the way of 





work of the Paulists and Jesuits, who 
have given up all hope of retaining the 
young American element in their own 
Church, and who have not been suc- 
cessful in winning intelligent minds and 
devout hearts by preaching the glories 
of Mary, the power of the priests to 
forgive sins, and the infallibility of the 
Pope and other distinctive features of 
Romanism. To the Oriental the re- 
ligion of Mahomet or Confucius or 
Buddha is more reasonable than that of 
Rome, with its myriad of saints as me- 
diators and intercessors with God and 
its elaborate machinery for approaching 
Him. God is a Spirit, and they that 
worship him must worship in spirit and 
in truth. ‘‘I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life,’’ says Christ, ‘‘and no 
one cometh unto the Father but by Me.”’ 





Bring In Your Catholic Friends, 





The great evangelist, D. L. Moody, 
held meetings in Carnegie Hall, New 
York, for one week last month, which 
were largely attended. At the closing 
meeting on Sunday, January 16, thou- 
sands were unable to gain admission. 
To the vast audience assembled, Mr. 
Moody preached with his old-time fer- 
vor. Weselect one paragraph of the 
report of his address as it appeared in 
the New York Hera/d of January 17, 
1898: ; 

‘I see that over here in a Catholic 
church the people have been asked to 
bring along their Protestant friends to 
the missions. They are waking up and 
going to work. You Protestants had 
better get to work ani bring in your 
Catholic friends.’’ 

The Catholic church referred to is 
that of the Paulist Fathers, who had 
instructed their people to bring their 
employers and members of wealthy 
families to their ‘‘Missions for the 
Conversion of Protestants,’’ which they 
are conducting with energy. We are 
glad that Mr. Moody has waked up in 
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regard to this matter. The Paulists 
had captured some of his friends, and it 
was time to speak out. We hope his 
advice will be followed by all Protes- 
tants. Roman Catholic employees in 
the factory, shop and kitchen tearfully 
implore their masters and mistresses, 
and especially the young ladies of the 
family, to attend the ‘‘Missions.’’ The 
Paulists tell their people they cannot be 
admitted to the church unless they bring 
some? Protestants with them—rich ones 
preferred. It is time for Protestants to 
wake up, like Mr. Moody, and invite 
their Roman Catholic friends to attend 
religious meetings in their churches, to 
hear Mr. Moody and the other pastors 
and evangelists, and come to Christ’s 
Mission. When Protestant friends 
are interested in them and kindly invite 
them, they come; and the good news 
they hear in the churches and at 
Christ’s Mission brings many to the 
Saviour in true conversion. 


+e 


The Rev. Dr. James Kennedy. 


Another minister, a good man, de- 
parted from this life last month in the 
person of the Rev. Dr. James Kennedy, 
who had been pastor of the Fourth Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church in this 
city for nearly thirty years, and who 
had preached the good news of salvation 
through the blood of Christ for twenty- 
five years previously in Ireland, his 
native country. ‘‘ A Faithful Minister 
of Christ,’’ could be inscribed on Dr. 
Kennedy’s monument. A man of 
great learning, he was a child of God 
in sweetness of disposition. His lite 
was a blessing to his Church and the 
friends he lovingly drew around him. 
The funeral service was largely attended 
by ministers of various denominations 
and members of his church at the home 
of his niece, Mrs. Hugh O'Neill, in 
this city, January 29, 1898. 


HE LOVETH THEE. 


At the thirty-sixth anniversary ofthe 
death of Prince Albert, the husband of 
Queen Victoria, the following hymn 
was selected to be sung in the chapel at 
Windsor, where repose the remains of 
the late Prince Consort. It was written 
by the late Rev. E. Paxton Hood. 


After the darkness, lo, the light 
Shall all the past repair; 

The perfect bliss, the sputless sight, 
It is not here, but there, 

So still I sing in every state, 
Always, where’er I be; 

‘Be still, my heart, be still and wait,— 
He loveth thee.” 

O but for Him, I could not sing. 
However fair my lot; 

For dark night droops and dark things spring 
Round me on every spot. 

But now I sing with joy elate, 
Always, where’er I be: 

‘Be still, my heart, be still and wait,— 
He loveth thee.” 

And now, whatever things I see, 
The mighty or the fair; 

I know the best is waiting me, 
For perfect things ase there. 

A child of grace, and not of fate, 
I sing where’er I be: 

‘Be still, my heart, be still and wait,— 
He loveth thee.” 

My Goi will end where He began, 
His end cannot be pain; 

The glory of the Incarnate Son 
Must be eternal gain. 

So, still in His eternal state, 
His meaning thou shalt see: 

‘*Be still, my heart, be still and wait,— 
He loveth thee.” 


20% 


Loving Thanks to Friends. 


The loving kindness of the hundreds 
of friends who have written to the Edi- 
tor of this magazine and his family on 
the occasion of the sudden translation of 
their dear Luther to the heavenly home 
has helped us to realize the blessedness 
of the union that exists among Chris- 
tians. Their sympathy has been sweet 
and comforting, and we thank them all 
most heartily, and pray that the God of 
all comfort may bless them. 
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REBELLIOUS 


A HOPEFUL SIGN 


The following despatch appeared in 
the Philadelphia Press of January 2y, 
1898, and in several other papers: 

Washington, Jan. 28.—-Mgr. Marti- 
nelli, the apostolic delegate to the 
Catholic Church in the United States, 
is having his first difficulty with a 
member of the hierarchy to which he 
has been accredited. Thetrouble arose 
between Most Rev. John Hennessy, 
Archbishop of Dubuque, and the par- 
ishioners of the Fort Dodge Church of 
Corpus Christi, Webster County, Ia. 

About ten months ago the pastor of 
this church, Very Rev. Thomas M. 
Lenihan, was made Bishop of Cheyenne 
City, Wyo. Father Lenihan was one 
of the irremovable rectors of the Arch- 
bishopric of Dubuque, and was in ad- 
dition dean of several of the most im- 
portant counties of Iowa. His place 


was therefore much in demand by the 
priestsof Dubuque, but the Archbishop 
refused to appoint his successor. Final- 
ly, the ‘‘Metropolitan’’ announced that 
he would divide this large and wealthy 
living into three smaller parishes. 

The people at Fort Dodge were very 


angry. They had built and beautified 
the church and it was a source of great 
pride to all the townspeople. They 
held an indignation meeting and sent 
the minutes to Archbishop Hennessy. 
When he failed to accede to their de- 
mand they sent a protest to Mgr. Mar- 
tinelli. 

The delegate was much impressed by 
the apparent grief of the people and he 
immediately wrote the Archbishop to 
suspend all operations in the division of 
the parishes until he had examined the 
case. His Grace of Dubuque did not 
take the delegate’s advice kindly. He 
wrote a brief note to Mgr. Martinelli, 
saying that there was no necessity for 
any outside interference, since he was 
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acting entirely within his rights and was 
vested with full authority from Rome 
to decide all such matters for himself. 

Mgr. Martinelli was naturally much 
affronted at such a reply. He again 
wrote and demanded that the proceed- 
ings should be indefinitely postponed. 
In support of this, the Delegatial Court 
here pointed out, that though ordinarily 
a bishop has authority he must exercise 
it in conformity with canon law. The 
people of the parish must be fully rep- 
resented and their wishes consulted be- 
fore the bishop can take summary ac- 
tion. Should he fail to observe these 
requisites, his action is illegal and can 
be set aside by the Apostolic Court here. 

No reply has been received from Du- 
buque. In the meantime, the parish- 
ioners of Fort Dodge are bitterly de- 
nouncing the Archbishop, and several 
prominent families have affiliated with 
other denominations. 

In ecclesiastical circles here, this case 
is attracting universal attention. A 
prominent professor of the Catholic 
University said to-day: ‘‘The nice 
points in canon law that the delegate 
must decide will establish a precedent. 
It is also interesting to see which is the 
stronger, the representative of the Pope 
or the American bishop. You know they 
say in Rome tha‘ the Pope himself is not 
so powerful in America as the bishops. 

** Once a cardinal complained to Pius 
IX that he had not enough authority to 
control his unruly flock, and the Pontiff 
answered: ‘I have done all that is pos- 
sible in Europe. But I might send you 
to America. There you may be supreme 
as the Czar is in Russia.’ It is easy to 
understand with what interest we will 
watch the developments of this case. It 
means much more for the future govern- 
ment of the Catholic Church in the West- 
ern world than appears on the surface.”’ 
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PROFESSOR BUNKOFER’S DECLARATION TO THE PUBLIC. 


‘* Better far a scandal than to smother the 
truth.’’—St. Bernard. 

BEYING the voice of conscience, 

I have taken a decisive step, and 

I deem it to be a matter of honor to 

give the reasons therefor to the public, 

and especially to my former coreligion- 
ists. 

In a letter addressed to the archiepis- 
copal Chapter of Freiburg, I have an- 
nounced my abandonment of the papal 
church. This step was the final result 
of a hard mental and moral conflict 
during half a lifetime, by which I have 
been forced to tear down stone after 
stone of a structure that during the 
first half of my life had been erected 
upon exclusively Romish, and therefore 
insufficient foundation principles. Had 
I omitted this labor of building upon 
false premises my career would have 
been easier and healthier, both for body 
and soul. 

But under the influence of the pro- 
gressive knowledge of past history, the 
certitude of the truth became even 
more and more imperative to me, di- 
viding my personality in two, the latter 
gainsaying the former. The truth daily 
became more clear that I must abso- 
lutely renounce the New Testament and 
the history of the early ages of Christi- 
anity in order possibly to accept the 
present form of Romish ecclesiasticism. 
The study taken up again and again of 
occurrences within the Roman Church 
before, during and after the Vatican 
Council forces me to this step. I have 
continually experienced how the Roman 
Church, infected with Vaticanism, hes, 
in many instances, expelled the spirit of 
Jesus from the pulpit. After a week’s 
severe toil, the people hungering after 
God, have been starved with dogmati- 
cal, polemical, and canonical treatises, 
which their pastors give them, utterly 
misconceiving the preaching of Jesus. 


I perceived with grief how the ever- 
submissive, brave Catholic people are 
being daily more estranged in the litur- 
gical services from the language of the 
heart in their intercourse with God ; 
how they are expected to consider it 
more reasonable to pray in an unknown 
tongue; how even the funeral services, 
in which, if ever, the rights of the 
human heart ought to be regarded, are 
performed in a strange, unintelligible 
language. I saw a steadily growing 
externalism in the practice of devotions, 
so much so that, for instance, in recit- 
ing the ‘‘ Stations of the Cross,’’ the in- 
dulgence granted by the Pope has been 
made to depend upon an alternate 
standing and kneeling. I beheld with 
horror that the practice of indulgence 
has grown into such gigantic dimen- 
sions as must needs revolt any intelli- 
gent Catholic who, according to the 
Apostles’ creed, believes in God the 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth, and in redemption by His 
Son, and therefore must resent the 
practice of indulgences as a bureau- 
cratic degeneration of the doctrine of 
grace, to say nothing of the implied 
degradation of the idea of God. I 
perceived that this worthless external- 
ism has reached such a point of culmi- 
nation in the city of Rome itself that 
the most pious pilgrims upon their re- 
turn home warn others against a visit to 
this ‘‘ center of Christiandom ’’ in order 
that they may not, like so many others, 
make shipwreck of their faith. This 
view is confirmed by Bishop Hefele: 
‘* T have lived for many years in a pain- 
ful illusion. I believed I was serv- 
ing the Catholic Church, whereas I was 
only serving that caricature and parody 
of the Catholic Church which Roman- 
ism and Jesuitism have manufactured. 
It has sunk into a devotional formalism 
which suits certain effeminate souls, 
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but which has to be forced upon the 
large majority.’’ I repeat ‘‘a devotional 
formalism,’’ because there is no obliga- 
tion to go to confession before each 
communion, if conscience is not bur- 
dened by grievous sin. I beheld how 
this foolish sport ‘‘ of going to confes- 
sion” is made from the pulpit the ba- 
rometer of piety, and is ever recom- 
mended, although the accompanying 
declaration of the sacrilegious charac- 
ter of the greater number of confessions 
is not very cheering. Then, on the 
one hand mortal sin is described as the 
greatest evil in the world that can be- 
falla man, casting the soul out of the 
sunny sphere of grace into the depths 
of hell; on the other hand the doctrine 
is emphasized that this terrible guilt is 
incurred by either eating flesh on Fri- 
day, or by omitting Mass on Sunday. 
This puts the difficult problem to the 
faithful Catholic, how Christ can be 
said to have come into the world to take 


away sins, when by promulgating new 
laws his church has provided occasions 


for their increase? I knew that doc- 
trines were taught, which, although 
grounded in ecclesiastical casuistry, be- 
come in their naked juridical externali- 
zation, by reason of an absence of 
deeper theological learning and psy- 
chological insight, downright untruths 
which may, indeed, move the ignorant 
sheep to offer their regular tribute of 
obedience, but which also keep the 
thinking hearer away from the pulpit 
.for weeks and months, because he 
misses reason and the word of God 
there. Such doctrines by their repul- 
sive obtrusiveness harm religion beyond 
estimation, and are powerless to impose 
upon any man who from time to time 
lifts his gaze toward the stars to listen 
to their sublime preaching of ‘‘ Our 
Father who art in heaven.’’ I saw that 
all, even the wickedest abuses, are pro- 
tected by the Ultramontane press, 
which, forgetful of the sublime duty of 


its educational mission, rattles the 
chains of Vaticanism, and undermines 
everybody who speaks of a more ideal 
and worthier form of religion, by ridi- 
cule, scoffs and calumnies, contrary to 
every dictate of charity and truth. 
This method I knew was an old one 
and imbedded in the Jesuit system. 
Their system and religion being con- 
ceived as one and absolute, it must 
therefore be always right, and so it at- 
tempts to stamp out every contradiction 
as pride and impudent rebellion against 
divine authority. For the same reason 
every degeneration of the church the 
Jesuits claim is only in appearance, 
and therefore must be denied or hushed 
up—the essential task of the Ultramon- 
tane press. I realize that the great sin 
of 1870 contains its own just punish- 
ment, because of its absolutism beget- 
ting servility, and its infallibility be- 
getting a lie; so that the civilized world, 
which never can give up liberty and 
truth, must of necessity be repelled. 
It is Gregory the Great, predecessor of 
the fatal Pius IX, who branded as 
blasphemy and madness the absolute 
religious sovereignty of one earthly 
human. being, for the adsolutism of one 
means the wrongful servitude of all the 
rest, thus corrupting the very essence 
of the religion of Jesus. All these 
unspeakably sad facts have moved me 
now in the fifty-seventh year of my life 
to withdraw from the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Such a step is generally called ‘‘ apos- 
tacy from the faith’’ in order to stigma- 
tize him who takes it, though he but 
follows the strict dictates of his con- 
science. The Vatican communion, how- 
ever, has but one conscience, with its 
seat in one of the eleven thousand 
rooms of the Vatican palace, and for 
its followers there is but one duty, the 
duty of absolute obedience towards the 
infallible ONE. Of him they can doubt- 
less know what questions will be asked 
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by the Judge of all men in the last criti- 
cai hour of the world, and what not? 
Vaticanism will not live, though, until 
the last judgment ; it must collapse be- 
fore the judgment of history, which is 
empowered to overturn every dogma 
that is not of God. 

The Vatican sect presumes that it is 
impossible to withdraw from the Romish 
Church except for reasons of lust and 
This delusion is con- 
nected with the monopoly of the Holy 
Ghost which the church of the Pope 
pretends to own. But I testify before 
God that my renunciation has been the 
result of long, deep and painful exami- 
nation, and I cannot yield any one the 
right to misjudge this declaration. I 
am convinced that the thinking class of 
Cath lics respects conscience even when 
leading to consequences displeasing to 
Vaticanism. As the Roman Catholic 
considers the renunciation of his Church 
a grave crime, it was my right and duty, 
in self defense, to make known all the 
weighty motives that compelled my 
conscience to this step; otherwise I 
should have done so by modestly retir- 
ing. I trust this declaration will suf- 
fice the public. It is scarcely to be ex- 
pected that the Papal press will ever 
respect the frankness and truthfulness 
of an antagonist, or that in its contro- 
versy it will not again land upon a plane 
where the adherents of the Papal 
Church will be put to shame, while 
other Christians will be impelled there- 
by to thanksgiving to heaven and self 
congratulation. 

I, for my part, full of gratitude to- 
wards God, shall enjoy the perfect hap- 
piness which is promised in those words 
of our blessed Redeemer: 

‘The truth shall make you free’ 
(John viii, 32). 

WILLIAM BUNKOFER, 

Catholic Priest and Professor of the 
Gymnasium. 

\VERTHEIM, July 20, 1897. 


ungodliness. 


All Should Witness for Christ. 


A Methodist paper, the Cincinnati 
Western Christian Advocate says: 

Nothing is plainer than that God has 
committed to each of us a ministry. 
Did you ever stop to think of the 
altruism of the Gospel? Self is lost 
sight of. The only way to save one’s 
life is to lose it. But evey the cry is 
‘‘ ministry,’’ ‘‘ service,’’ ‘‘duty.’’ Sin- 
gularly enough, the absolute abandon- 
ment of ourselves to do the will of God 
brings with it the spiritual fitness to do 
the first duty he puts upon us. Duties 
follow in gradation, and according to 
our day is our strength. So, when 
Paul exhorts Timothy to make full 
proof of his ministry, his cry is to every 
son Timothy in the Gospel, whether he 
is a preaching Timothy or a working 
Timothy. Show me a Christian who is 


not, in the deep sense of the term, a 
Timothy and a son in the Gospel. 


How, then, are we Timothys to make 
full proof of our ministry? Well, we 
are to show that we have received it of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. What we set 
out to do must be a Christlike object; so 
must be the spirit in which we under- 
take it; so must be the means used to 
accomplish it;so must be the results 
which follow it. Its perfect unselfish- 
ness must be its high credentials, and 
its unmistakable purpose to purify, in- 
spire, and bless. 

Rev. Dr. M. J. Cramer. 

The friends of Mrs. Mary Grant 
Cramer and her sister, Mrs. Corbin, 
of East Orange, N. J., most deeply 
sympathize with them in the depar- 
ture for the heavenly home of the be- 
loved Dr. M. J. Cramer. Next month 
we shall publish a memoir and por- 
trait of Dr. Cramer, who died on Jan- 
uary 22, at Carlisle, Pa., where he 
filled the chair of philosophy in Dick- 
inson College. 
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Rome’s Responsibility for the 
Assassination of Abraham 
Lincoln. 


We have received a small book bear- 
ing the above title. It comes from the 
pen of the venerable Christian soldier, 
patriot and writer, General Thomas M. 
Harris. Our author, though now in 
his eighty-fifth year, is as vigorous in 
thought and as clear in expression as 
he was forty years ago. The gravity of 
the subject, and the worth of the author, 
equally bespeak a careful consideration 
of the work. General Harris has made 
a special and thorough study of political 
and historical Roman Catholicism. And 
being a member of the ‘‘ Military Com- 
mission ’’ that tried and condemned the 
conspirators, he had unusual oportuni- 
ties for accurate knowledge concerning 
Rome’s responsibility for the ‘‘ Crime 
of the Ages’’—the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln. He here presents a 
chain of evidence which demands the 
closest attention and assent. The book 
is an epitome of the General’s large 
work, ‘‘Assassination of Lincoln, a 
History of the Great Conspiracy and 
Trial of the Conspirators by a Military 
Commission, and a Review of the Trial 
of John Suratt.”’ 

There is a review of the facts con- 
nected with the President, and the at- 
tempted assassination of Mr. Seward, 
and the purpose to assassinate Vice- 
President Johnson, Secretary Stanton 
and General Grant. The object of this 
scheme of wholesale assassinations was 
to throw the country into a state of 
chaos, and thus retrieve the fast-failing 
fortunes of the Confederacy. Thehand 
of Rome in the conspiracy is nowhere 
clearer than in its solicitude for John 
Suratt, who, disguised as a priest, and 
hidden in the house of a priest of 
Montreal, was finally conveyed out of 
the country by the clergy, and still a 
fugitive from justice brought to Rome 


and received into the army of the Pope. 
There he was discovered by a govern- 
ment detective. The Pope thereupon 
ordered his arrest and rendition to the 
United States Government. But not- 
withstanding this outward show of zeal 
and innocence, Suratt was allowed to 
escape his guards, and was finally cap- 
tured in Alexandria, brought home and 
held to answer for his awful crime. 
How did this affect the hierarchy ? 
‘‘'The testimony given on the trial of 
John H. Suratt clearly convicts two 
priests Boucher and La Pierre, of being 
accomplices in the conspiracy; and by 
implication clearly convicts the Bishop 
of Montreal, Bishop Bourget. This 
testimony was spread before th2 wa:lc, 
and so must have been known to the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, yet it never 
called any of these priests to account- 
ability, or held them responsible for the 
crime.’’ 

This is a timely book. Copies of it 
(price 25 cents) may be had of the 
author direct if preferred. His address 
is, General T. M. Harris, Harrisville, 
W. Va. 

20: 


A Book for Protestants. 


Before us lies a little book of 96 pages 
containing excerpts from the Catholic 
Mirror, ‘THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
the American Citizen and other patri- 
otic papers and the daily press. It 


was compiled by Mr. Charles A. 
Gareis, of Baltimore, for the purpose of 
enlightening Protestants and all others 
who desire to know the truth concern- 
ing the false doctrines and political 
machinations of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Itisa multum in parvo, and 
will be found very useful to busy people 
as a handy book of reference on such 
topics as Rome’s false doctrines, con- 
fessional, convents, effects in countries 
where it predominates, intolerance, per- 
secution, enmity to secret societic<. 
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hatred of the public schools, etc. On 
this last head the Catholic Mirror of 
October 31, 1891, is quoted: ‘They 
(the public schools) cannot give us 
moraland virtuous citizens. Experience 
teaches that the betrayers of the most 
sacred trusts and the violators of the 
highest offices have been men’ of such 
education.’’ That statement is a slander 
on the public schools. The record of 
Sing Sirg prison shows that three- 
fourths of the inmates are members of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

This little book is especially useful to 
those who seek accurate information on 
the subjects of which it treats. It is 
published by the author, Charles A. 
Gareis, 1222 Light street, Baltimore, 
Md., price 25 cents. It can also be 
had at the office of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. 

20: 
Protestant Marriages in South 
America. 


The New York /ndependent asked the 
help of the Roman Catholic press in 
this country to relieve the wrongs of 
native Protestants and American citi- 
zens in South America, who are not al- 
lowed religious freedom in the matter 


of civil marriages. But only one paper 
responded to the appeal by saying that 
the Roman Catholics in those countries 
who would not grant remedial legisla- 
tion in this matter would ‘‘ burn for it 
in purgatory.’’ The /udependent (Feb- 
ruary 3, 1898) accepted the concession 
as satisfactory, ‘‘although it would 
hesitate to indorse the penalty.’’ 

The following letter from a zealous 
and experienced missionary throws ad- 
ditional light on this subject : 

Medellin, Colombia, S. A., 
Dec. 28, 1897. 
DEAR BROTHER O’CONNOR :— 


I take this opportunity of thanking 
you for the magazine which you have 
kindly sent me for so long a time. 

In the September number I noticed 


the article on ‘‘ Religious Liberty in 
South America.’’ The writer speaks 
of the religious disabilities of Protestants 
in Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru. Perhaps 
your readers are not aware that the 
same thing holds good of Colombia, as 
far as marriage is concerned. The civil 
marriage is available only to those who 
swear that they are not Roman Catho- 
lics; but if at any time afterwards 
either party chooses to enter the Catho- 
lic Church, he or she can be married to 
another,.and the civil marriage is con- 
sidered as null. In fact, the priests 
openly callit concubinage. Thismakes 
the civil marriage of no effect, be- 
cause the woman who is married in 
that way is liable to be deserted at any 
time by the man, and the law gives no 
redress. In one case that came up here 
in the Supreme Court, the decision was 
that the first marriage was the valid 
one. But the Bishop was furious, be- 
cause the Court had dared to declare 
invalid a marriage celebrated by one of 
his priests. 

I speak of the woman, because the 
man does not suffer so frequently from 
such miscarriages of justice; though, 
of course, he is liable to do so if his 
wife becomes a Catholic. Liberty o 
worship is guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion, but every one who knows Spanish- 
American countries is aware that the 
value of such guarantees depends on 
the good will of the Administration. 

Yours very truly, 
J. G. TouzEav. 
20: 

Re-Baptism and Re-Marriage. 

When a Protestant becomes a Roman 
Catholic he is rebaptized—sometimes 
‘“‘conditionally’’—to make him a Chris- 
tian. The priest does not say bluntly, 
‘*You have not been born in wedlock,’’ 
but the inference is that he was not 
baptized validly and that his parents 
were not truly married. When a mar- 
ried couple who perhaps had been uni- 
ted by Bishop Potter or Dr. John Hall 
—though none of Dr. Hall’s congrega- 
tion ever became Romanists—enter the 
Roman fold the ceremony is repeated, 
unless the Protestants have lost all 
self-respect. 
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Jesuits Sanction Lying. 


OVE of truth is a peculiar charac- 
teristic of the people of God. 
The Almighty Father, besides writing 
the positive command upon the heart 
of every man, ‘‘ Thou shalt speak the 
truth,’’ has also with his finger traced 
the negative precept on the tablet of 
stone upon Mt. Sinai: ‘‘ Thou shalt 
not bear false witness’’ (Exod. xx, 
16). The belief that ‘‘truth alone 
will stand, and that all that is false 
will inevitably fail,’’ is the inborn con- 
viction of every upright mind. Read 
Jesuit casuistry till the reason has be- 
come perplexed by its sophistry, still 
the honest mind, by a natural rebound, 
judges that a lie is a lie for all that, 
call it by what name you will. The 
Word of God, which endureth for- 
ever, continues to warn men that: 
‘Liars shall have their portion in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone (Rev. xxi, 8). 

The Jesuit theologians in general, 
and Gury in particular, say it is never 
lawful to lie, and immediately turn 
about, and under the specious names of 
‘*mental restriction, double entendre,’’ 
and ‘‘amphilology,’’ permit Roman 
Catholics to deceive to their heart’s 
content without losing the grace of 
God thereby ! 

It would ill become Protestants to 
break the eighth commandment in their 
zeal to prove Roman Catholics to be 
guilty of lying. So it is net denied 
that there are truthful Roman Catho- 
lics, but that they might be untruthful 
by permission of their Jesuit directors 
without ceasing to be ‘‘ good Catho- 
lics’’ or forfeiting God’s favor. There 
is a story taken, word for word, from 
the Jesuit Gury’s ‘‘ Moral Theology,’’ 
to teach Roman Catholics how they 
may lie, without sin. It is a case of 
conscience submitted to a priest : 

‘“‘Anna, guilty of adultery, as her 


suspicious husband was questioning 
her, answered him at first that she had 
not broken her marriage vow. Then 
having been to the priest to confession, 
and having received absolution for her 
sin, she answered: ‘I am innocent of 
such a crime.’ A third time, to the 
entreaties of her hustand, she abso- 
lutely denied the fault: ‘I have not 
committed it,’ said she ; meaning ‘adul- 
tery such as I am obliged to reveal; ’ in 
Other words, ‘I have not committed 
adultery.” Must Anna be condemned 
of lying ?’’ asks Gury. 

‘‘Answer. In the three cases Anna 
may be excused from any lie, because : 

‘*In the first case, she could say that 
she had not dvoken the marriage bond, 
since it still existed. 

‘‘In the second case, she could call 
herself innocent of adultery, because 
after having been to confession and re- 
ceived absolution, her conscience is at 
rest, having the certainty that her sin 
was pardoned. She could, according 
to St. Liguori, affirm her innocence un- 
der oath. 

‘In the third case, she could deny 
her sin, meaning: ‘In such a way that 
she was not obliged to reveal it to her 
husband ;’ as a culprit may say to a 
judge: ‘I have not committed any 
crime,’ adding mentally, ‘in such a 
manner that I should reveal it.’ This 
is the opinion of St. Liguori, and of 
many others.’’ 

Is it any wonder that under such 
teaching the conscience becomes blunt- 
ed. The Jesuits persist in lying. Every 
Protestant who has lived in Roman 
Catholic countries has been painfully 
shocked by the inveracity of priests 
and people. If a question is asked, 
the answer will generally be what the 
person thinks will please the questioner 
rather than what is the truth of the 
matter. The object is to give pleasure, 
to flatter, or it may be hide a disagree- 
able truth. 
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Jailed for Eating Meat on Friday. 


ANOTHER VIEW OF THE CASE. 

In the CONVERTED CATHOLIC for Oc- 
tober, on p. 297, there is an article from 
the St. Louis Globe-Democrat about Po- 
lice Magistrate Donohue, of Troy, N. 
Y. That minister of justice is there 
said to have sent one Burns, a Roman 
Catholic, to jail for attempting to eat 
meaton a Friday. The accused went 
that day into an eating-house, and or- 
dered beefsteak. A colored waiter 
named Johnson, and he, quarrelled. 

30th were brought before the magis- 
trate. When they were examined their 
stories widely differed. During the 
examination the magistrate learned 
that Burns was a Roman Catholic, no 
doubt, a brother. Then hesaid to him: 
‘Thought so. I'll send you to jail for 
eating meat on Friday.’’ To the waiter 
hesaid: ‘‘ Johnson, you're discharged.”’ 

For my part, I very much doubt that 
Police Magistrate Donohue sent Burns 
to jail for attempting to eat meat on a 
Friday. He knew very well that the 
law of the land did not look on eating 
flesh ona Friday, as acrime, and, there- 
fore, if he should send Burns to jail for 
doing so, he could himself be punished 
for going beyond his powers. Itis true 
that he said that he sentenced Burns to 
imprisonment for breaking the law of 
his—or their—church above men- 
But I believe that he spoke 
only in jest. Police magistrates very 
often, when dealing with small cases, 
indulge ina little pleasantry. Suppose 
a man is brought before a police magis- 
trate on a Monday, charged with lying 
drunk and incapable in the streets the 
day before. The magistrate says to the 
‘* Of course, you were not at 
church when you were found drunk. 
I shall, therefore, send you to jail for 
not going to church on Sunday.’’ 

Rev. T. FENWICK. 
'cedbridge, Canada. 


tioned. 


prisoner: 





[Our good brother Fenwirk’s illustra- 
tion is not a parallel case with that of 
Burns. He was the plaintiff and had 
committed no offense against the law. 
If the magistrate exceeded his powers to 
send him to jail for eating meat on Fri- 
day, there was no one to bring him to 
account. A chance spectator in the 
court room who should interfere would 
be told to mind his own business, or 
perhaps fined for contempt of court, 
and a lawyer would not take up the 
case without a fee. Brother Fenwick 
has no Roman Catholic magistrates in 
his quiet home in Canada, and, there- 
fore, he does not know what such men 
would do in a Roman Catholic city like 
Troy, where, a few years ago, a Protes- 
tant young man was murdered by 
Roman Catholic hoodlums for defend- 
ing the ballot box on election day. The 
whole power of the Roman Church was 
used in defending the assassin, and 
after his execution the high mass for his 
soul, attended by thousands of ‘‘ the 
faithful ’’—employees in the factories— 
was the grandest affair ever witnessed 
in Troy. If Brother Fenwick lived in 
New York under Tammany (that is, 
largely Roman Catholic) 1:ule he would 
know what the consequences would be 
for saying or doing anything that would 
militate against the interests of Rome 
or give offence to its followers. Tam- 
many is again in power in the city, and 
if Brother Fenwick would like to spend 
some time in jail he has but to come 
here after January 1, 1898, and say out 
loud ‘‘ Boo to the Pope,’’ in the pres- 
ence ofa Tammany Police Justice,and we 
venture to say he will have his wish grat- 
ified.—Editor ConvERTED CATHOLIC. | 





A minister in Altoona, Pa., writes: 
‘*There are proportionally more mar- 
riages between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics in this city than any other 
place of my acquaintance. How to 
check this evil is a perplexing question. 
I want to know more about your work.’’ 
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JOHN BORLAND FINLAY, L.L.D., D.C.L.—A MEMOIR. 


OLONEL FINLAY, as he was 
usually called in his later years, 

was a notable man. Few excelled him 
in stature and in intellectuality. His 
intellectuality was an inheritance from 
his father, and his tall, stately figure 
a transmitted characteristic from his 
mother. His mother was Elizabeth 
Borland, a native of Land Head, Bally- 
money, in the north of Ireland, and his 
father was a ruling elder of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Clough, in County 
Antrim, for upwards of sixty years. 
The subject of this sketch was born in 
Moneyneagh, in the same county, Feb- 
ruary 13, 1826, and was entered as a 
pupil at the age of 13 in the Classical 
Academy of Coleraine, but afterward 
attended Dr. Thomas Blain’s Classical 
School in Belfast and Rev. Dr. James 
Murphy’s Royal Academical Institu- 


tion. He passed the General Assembly’s 
College entrance examination in 1843, 


without making one defective an- 
swer, which elicited the approbation of 
the entire committee of examiners. 

On entering the Royal College, Bel- 
fast, he was at once promoted to the 
Senior Greek Class by Prof. Bruce. At 
the close of the session young Finlay 
was awarded the certificate for profi- 
ciency in Greek and History. In 1846 
he was graduated A.M. and Ph.D. 
from the University of Leipsic; and in 
1847 emigrated to Canada, where he 
spent several months in pursuing. pri- 
vately, theological studies, and acquir- 
ing a knowledge of the country and its 
institutions. He came to New York in 
1848, where he still continued his 
studies in Theology, Church History 
and Hebrew, and, having been accepted 
as a Student in Divinity by the Asso- 
ciate Presbytery of New York, after the 
usual examinations by that Presbytery, 
he was licensed to preach in 1849. 
Some fiiends in Pennsylvania persuaded 


him to join the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, and, becoming a licentiate of 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia of that 
body, he assisted the distinguished 
Rev. Dr. Samuel B. Wylie in pastoral 
work for several months, and by ecclesi- 
astical appointment visited many of the 
churches of that denomination in sever- 
al of the large cities. One of these 
churches, in Williamsburgh, New York, 
called him to its pastorate, and he was 
ordained and installed over it in 1850. 
During the ensuing winter he delivered 
a course of lectures in reply to Arch- 
bishop Hughes’ lecture on ‘‘ The De- 
cline of Protestantism,’’ which were 
published unaer the title of ‘‘ Evangel- 
ism, Catholicism, Romanism and Prot- 
estantism,’’ and also edited a monthly 
magazine called the ‘‘ Protestant.’’ 
Archbishop Hughes, in a note to Dr. 
Finlay, acknowledged that no answer 
to his own lecture approached in com- 
pleteness that of Dr. Finlay’s. An ad- 
dress on ‘‘ Protestantism the Only 
Propagator of Civil and Religious Free- 
dom,’’ delivered in Paterson, N. J., 
and afterwards published, had an im- 
mense circulation, and elicited the 
most favorable commendations of 
the public press. He edited for 
a time- the ‘‘True  Freeman,’’ 
a weekly paper published in New York, 
wrote many of the leading articles for 
the Williamsburgh Dai/y 7imes,and had 
charge of the Latin, Greek, and His- 
tory departments of the Williamsburgh 
Young Ladies’ College Institute, then 
under the principalship of Professor 
Abadie. His church about this time 
united with the Presbytery of New 
York and he also became a member of 
the same Presbytery. On March 20, 
1856, he married Jane B., only daugh- 
ter of James E. Brown, LL.D., Kit- 
tanning, Pa., and, having resigned his 
pastoral charge in June, 1856, he re- 
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moved to Kittanning, where he resided 
for many years. 

Having studied law he was admitted 
to the bar in 1856. In 1857 he 
was elected a member of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, cashier of the 
Kittanning Bank, and, in 1858, Chan- 
cellor of the University of Kittanning, 
and made an LL.D. of the Ohio State 
and Union Law School. On motion of 
E. M. Stanton, afterwards Secretary of 
War, he was adinitted, in 1860, an at- 
torney and counselor of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. In 1861 
he was commissioned Colonel by Simon 
Cameron, then Secretary of War, to 
organize a United States camp at Kit- 
tanning, from which were sent to the 
front one company of cavalry, and two 
regiments of infantry. One of these 
regiments was fitted out at Colonel 
Finlay’s own expense. In 1863 he was 
elected president of the First National 
Bank of Kittanning, and vice-president 
of the Kittanning National Bank. In 
1866 the henorary degree of D.C.L. 
was conferred upon him by the same 
institution that had made him an LL.D. 
He was also, inthe same year, sent asa 
Commissioner from the State ot Pennsyl- 
vania to the World's Fair at Paris, and 
in 1873 he was again appointed a Com- 
missioner to the Vienna Exposition. 
Business arrangements required his 
presence in Europe from 1874 to 1880, 
with the exception of a visit to America 
in 1878. During his stay in Europe he 
was elected a fellow of the Royal His- 
torical Society, a fellow of the Society 
of Antiquarians of Scotland, a fellow 
of the Royal Geographical Society, a 
fellow of the Royal Society of Litera- 
ture, a fellow of the Royal Asiatic So- 
ciety, a member of the International 
Literary Association, and was also 
nominated for membership in the 


Royal Academies at Dublin and Rome. 
In later years other honors were con- 
ferred, 


which we have not space to 





specify. ‘This only may be mentioned, 
that it was through the influence of 
the letters of Colonel Finlay, published 
in the London papers during the discus- 
sion, that D’ Israeli, then Prime Minister 
of England, was enabled to carry his 
measure to a successful termination 
conferring on Queen Victoria the title 
of ‘‘Empress of India.’’ For the emi- 
nent service Colonel Finlay rendered 
on that occasion, he was favored by a 
letter of thanks from the Queen’s 
private secretary through the Earl of 
Beaconsfield. 

In all his career Colonel Finlay was 
the unfaltering advocate of Protestant- 
ism and the liberal supporter of educa- 
tion. Bellevue College, near Omaha, 
Nebraska, owes much of its present 
prosperous standing to his efforts and 
liberal patronage. He was also the 
originator of the Omaha Theological 
Seminary, which is pursuing its work 
so auspiciously, and also of the Uni- 
versity of Omaha, of which he was 
president of the Board of Trustees 
until a year or two before his death. 
This occurred suddenly on September 
18, 1897, caused by a fall from a cable 
car in New York city. This tribute to 
his memory is published in this maga- 
zine because of Colonel Finlay’s valu- 
able contributions to its pages, and of 
the high regard in which he was held 
by its editor. Colonel Finlay was one 
of the great scholars and leaders of 
men of the generation that is passing 
away, but we love to remember him as 
a dear brother and good man, and a 
devout Christian. 

During the last years of his life he 
spent many happy hours at Christ’s 
Mission, where his visits were greatly 
enjoyed by all the inmates. His great 
learning, especially his wonderful 
knowledge of ecclesiastical history, was 
at the service of the many converted 
priests he met there, and they eagerly 
drank at this over-flowing fountain. 
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Supreme Court Judge McKenna. 


When Roman Catholics are elected 
or appointed to public office they do 
not forget their duties to the Church. 
We do not refer to the duties or obliga- 
tions of religion, for it is a fact that few 
Roman Catholics in public life or in the 
professions practise what is taught re- 
garding their religious duties. They 
may go to mass on Sunday to give 
a good example; but they do not go to 
confession to the priests or say prayers 
to the Virgin Mary and saints, or do 
the works that gain indulgences. On 
the contrary, they will break the com- 
mandments of the Church when they 
are away from home, such as eating 
meat on Friday and not going to mass 
on days of obligation. They commit 
mortal sins when they violate these 
commandments, but their consciences 
are not troubled in the least. 

But if they are not strict observers of 
their religious duties they are faithful to 
the Church in upholding its claims and 
advancing its interests. In the Senate 
and Congress they have labored for 
special appropriations for the benefit of 
the Church, and until recently they 
have been very successful. 

From a religious point of view no 
significance should be attached to the 
appointment of Attorney-General Mc- 
Kenna to the Supreme Court of the 
United States and his confirmation by 
the Senate last month. It is true that 
Judge McKenna was brought up in the 
Roman Catholic faith, but like the me- 
chanic, whose son was asked if his 
father was a Christian and replied, 
‘“Yes, I suppose so, but he has not 
worked at it for a long time,’’ so the 
Judge has not been known to practise 
the Roman religion. Doubtless his 
wife and family go toa Roman Catho- 
lic church on Sunday, and he accom- 
panies them occasionally, as it is fash- 
ionable in Washington to attend some 


church. But the Jesuits will not make 
a tool of Judge McKenna. It was he, 
as Attorney-General, that decided last 
year that there should not be a Roman 
Catholic church at West Point. His 
predecessor in office, Mr. Olney, and 
President Cleveland, both Protestants, 
had given their sanction to the project, 
and the priest, O’Keefe, who attends 
the Roman Catholic soldiers at West 
Point, had collected funds for the pur- 
pose. 

Neither at his home in California, 
where Judge McKenna sat on the bench 
for many years, nor in Congress, has 
he been an advocate of the claims of 
the Roman Catholic Church; and his 
past record gives assurance that his 
course on the Supreme Court bench 
will not be influenced by religious bias. 
He has been a devoted friend of Presi- 
dent McKinley for many years, aud 
it has been stated that the appoint- 
ment was a personal one on the part of 
the President. The only advantage 
the Roman Church could gain by the 
elevation of Judge McKenna is a social 
one, for with another member of the 
Supreme Court (Judge White, of Lou- 
isiana), on the side of Rome in sucial 
life in Washington, there will be a re- 
sumption of ‘‘ pink teas’’ for Cardinal 
Gibbons, who was quite a lion when 
he first put on his red stockings some 
years ago. Of course Roman Catholics 
of the baser sort will say, ‘* Behold, 
how grandly we are marching on. We 
have two of our men on the Supreme 
Court of the United States. By and 
by we will have the presidency, and 
then ” 

Well, what then? What could a 
Roman Catholic president do? Invite 
the Pope tocome over here and reign 
over us? The first person to oppose 
such a proceeding would be Richard 
Croker, the boss of Tammany Hall, for 
the Pope would want all the spoils of 
office, and Croker does not think there 
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are enough now to go round for the 
famished hordes of Tammany. Though 
the Pope should not come here or a 
Roman Catholic should not preside at 
the White House, there is need of great 
care in appointing such men as Judge 
McKenna to responsible positions. The 
President could have found greater 
lawyers for such a high office, and this 
was acknowledged in the Senate, with- 
out a taint of Romanism. But as this 
was his personal affair, and Judge Mc- 
Kenna's character was above reproach, 
the press, and public men generally, al- 
lowed it to pass with little commert. 
This is the first time in the history of 
the country that two Roman Catholic 
Judges sat in the Supreme Court. Fif- 
ty years ago Judge Taney, a Roman 
Catholic, was on the Supreme Bench, 
and he gave general satisfaction. 


A Good Magazine. 


Kind words continue to come to us 
from religious papers and Christian 
friends regarding the work of this 
magazine and of Christ’s Mission. 
The Free Methodist, of Chicago, in its 
issue Of January 4, 1898, had the fol- 
lowing appreciative notice: 

The ConveERTED CATHOLIC, Vol- 
ume XIV.—One of the most success- 
ful agencies for saving the ‘‘lost’’ 
Catholics from infidelity and bringing 
them to a knowledge of the religion of 
Christ is the work of Rev. James A. 
O’Connor, a former Catholic priest, 
who has been laboring in New York 
city as a Protestant minister since 1879. 
The work he has inaugurated is known 
as Christ’s Mission, and its success can 
be estimated by the fact that he has re- 
ceived fifty priests out of the Church of 
Rome and helped them to a new and 
better life as Protestant Christians. A 
large number of Roman Catholics who 
have attended the evangelistic services 
at the Mission and in Masonic Temple, 
where the meetings are held during the 


winter months, have been converted to 
Protestantism. The work is evangeli- 
cal and undenominational, and reaches 
Catholics who at first could not be in- 
duced to attend Protestant churches. 
The Mission property is held by a board 
of trustees composed of members of 
various churches. 

The CONVERTED CATHOLIC is a 
monthly magazine which Mr. O'Connor 
commenced in 1883 ‘‘for the enlight- 
enment of Roman Catholics, and their 
conversion to evangelical Christianity,’’ 
and it has admirably fulfilled its pur- 
pose. The testimonies of five thousand 
converts from Rome have been pub- 
lished in its columns, and cheering 
news of the progress of the work fills its 
pagesevery month. We arein receipt 
of the bound volume for 1897. It 
makes a book of 380 double column 
pages, 6xg™% inches, is well printed 
and well bound, and sellsat $1 50. The 
magazine is $1.00 per year. James A. 
O'Connor, 142 West 21st St., New York. 


$700 NEEDED. 





The work of Christ’s Mission will be 
advanced and the hands of the workers 
will be strengthened if the sum of $700 
can be added to what is already on 
hand to reduce the debt on the 
Missien building to $5,000 by March 1. 
There are only a few weeks rewaining 
of this month to make up this amount, 
but the time is sufficient for the friends 
who are really interested in the work of 
the Mission to contribute what is now 
needed. By and by, in the good provi- 
dence of God, the whole debt can be 
paid. The present need is only for $700. 

Ina few months it will be nineteen 
years since the pastor of Christ’s Mission 
entered upon this work in this city, and 
notwithstanding many difficulties and 
trials much good has been done in this 
special field of evangelistic effort. With 
God’s blessing and the co-operation of 
Christian friends much morecan be done. 














Rev. Michael J. Cramer, D.D., LL.D. 





